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FROM THE PASTOR  
 

FEEDING THE BODY (OF CHRIST) 
Join this one-day (9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) synod-wide relation trip to 
Champaign-Urbana, where we will serve neighbors in need and build 
relationships across our communities of disciples. Projects include 
work at Sola Gratia Farm, a bike rodeo with St. Matthew’s Lutheran, 
Urbana, work at a clothing distribution center, painting and building 
projects at St. Andrew’s Campus Center, projects with LSSI, and 
more. You pick your projects 
when you register! All 
projects are within a five-
mile/15-minute drive of our 
host community of disciples, 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, Champaign. 
If you are able to join 
others from the Central/
Southern Illinois Synod in 
this event, please let 
Pastor Krieger know no 
later than Sunday, March 
15 
Cost: $10/person helps plan 
and provide snacks and 
water. 
Many projects are accessible 
and open to folks of all ages. 
Everyone can participate in 
up to two different projects, 
one in the morning, and one 
in the afternoon. Lunch is on 
our own; suggestions will be 
offered, but the C-U area is full of options. 
Organized by the CSIS New and Renewing Congregations team. 
 
 

 
 

March 7-8th we spring AHEAD.  
Set your clock one hour ahead before bed Saturday night.  
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FEEDING THE MIND, SOUL, AND BODY 

 
A 6:00pm meal in the Fellowship Hall precedes worship the last 
Wednesday of February and all four Wednesdays in March.  The 
6:30pm worship services will be livestreamed from the sanctuary.  To 
join us remotely, go to our church website and click on the YouTube 
icon. 
The artwork each week is the creation of ELCA pastor Rev. Dr. Steve 
Thomason.  In the images above, the lower right depicts the north 
stain glass window at Grace, with the words WELCOME to the 
STRANGER.  Can you guess which story from the book of Acts is 
depicted in the upper image?  It is from Acts 3, and a great image to 
remind us of the ELCA’s motto “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Join  us  weekly  for  worsh ip in  person or  on l ine:   
You can go to either our website at www.gracelutheran-springfield.org  

 

or our YouTube Channel: Grace Lutheran Church Springfield IL and click on 
the icon when there is a red circle around it, that means it’s live.   
You may join us, Sunday morning as well as Wednesday evening.  

If you need pastoral assistance please call the church office. 

http://www.gracelutheran-springfield.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGjtMhzSgWUhHvokkQJdZhQ
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LOOKING AHEAD:  HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

April 2, Maundy Thursday at Grace Lutheran                          

April 3, Good Friday at Grace Lutheran                                  

April 5,  EASTER SUNDAY Celebration  

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD at 9:15 am at Grace  

West Central Conference Rostered and Lay Leaders, 
and communities of disciples, 

 Saturday, March 14, 2026 is the annual  
West Central Conference Assembly  

At St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Hillsboro. 
9:00-9:30am arrival 
9:30am worship 
10:30am break 
10:45am business 
12:00pm lunch 
Our hosts at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Hillsboro request a 
headcount of those attending, for their lunch preparation.  Please 
RSVP to me no later than two weeks from today, that is, by Sunday, 
March 1. 
The voting membership numbers and requirements of a Conference 
Assembly are the same as it is for the Synod Assembly, though it 
does not have to be the same people for each.  Visitors are also 
welcome, but only Voting members are allowed to vote. 
There are 26 communities of disciples in the WCC, and it is hoped 
that representation can participate from each. 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1r6MYu6IXhuYt8LHK-
JfRa9dsgtpK8Ow&ll=39.11746447106969%2C-89.70809365&z=8 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1r6MYu6IXhuYt8LHK-JfRa9dsgtpK8Ow&ll=39.11746447106969%2C-89.70809365&z=8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1r6MYu6IXhuYt8LHK-JfRa9dsgtpK8Ow&ll=39.11746447106969%2C-89.70809365&z=8
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     Notes from the Cantor J.B. George… 

      

 

Composer spotlight: Marty Haugen 

Marty Haugen is one of the beloved modern 
composers of church music. With education and 
professional experience in both Lutheran and 
Catholic circles, he knows his way around the 
Church’s historic liturgy texts and has written 
liturgy settings. We know three of these at 
Grace:  ELW Setting 2, the “Now the Feast” 
liturgy, and “Holden Evening Prayer.”  

In addition, his hymns (either as the writer of 
text or tune, or most often, both) appear no less than 20 times in 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, and seven times in All Creation Sings. 
Some of our favorites at Grace include “Awake, Awake, and Greet the 
New Morn,” “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery,” “Gather Us In,” 
“Healer of Our Every Ill,” “All Are Welcome,” “Shepherd Me, O God,” 
“Soli Deo Gloria.” 

This Lent, we are learning another of Marty’s songs as our offertory: 
“Now Is the Time of Grace,” from All Creation Sings.  

As we have watched the events of the past few months in 

Minneapolis, I have been thinking of the many church music folks 

who live there, including Marty Haugen. Our prayer response by Heidi 

Wilson, “Hold On,” has been used prominently there as people find a 

voice calling for justice. May the songs of Heidi and Marty continue to 

help us as we find our voice in worship “here in this place.”  
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March 1 
Greeter: Gari Hurst 
Ushers: Frank Beckman & Paul 
Derlitzki 
Reader: Pat Casper 
Communion Asst.: Kim Gietl 
Altar Guild:  Debbie Rigg 
          

March 8 
Greeter: Pat Casper 
Ushers:  Jack & Judy Wheaton 
Reader: Jack Wheaton 
Communion Asst.: Randy Heidorn 
Altar Guild:  Toni Klit 
 

March 15 
Greeter: Laurie Farrell  
Ushers: Chris & Mary Schofield  
Reader: Mary Schofield 
Communion Asst.: Diana 
Weyhenmeyer 
Altar Guild:  Kim Gietl 
 

 

March 22 
Greeter: Jean Scherer 
Ushers:  Chuck & Diana 
Weyhenmeyer 
Reader: Verne Nelson 
Communion Asst.: Sara Oehlert 
Altar Guild:  Toni Klit 
 

March 29 PALM SUNDAY 
Greeter: Mary Jo Anderson 
Ushers: Mark & Cindy Anderson 
Reader: Mary Jo Anderson 
Communion Asst.: Aaron Babel 
Altar Guild:  Kim Gietl 

Serving the Assembly in March 

$250....every Thrivent member may apply for a $250 debit card 
twice a year for projects that help a community. Here at Grace 
people have used them for Holiday food baskets; meals for the home-
less shelter, cookies for our homebound members; the 
James project; our hat & mitten tree; Little Lambs 
Learning Center; etc. If you are working on a project at 
church that needs funding and you do not know a 
Thrivent member, ask Jean Scherer or Wanda Williams 
for help.  
Thrivent members...remember to call Thrivent no later than March 
28 to find out if you have any choice dollars. If you do, let them know 
where you want them to send the money. If you do not call them by 
March 28, Thrivent will decide where to send the money.  
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Sunday School meets in-person monthly (March 15, April 19, 
and May 17) to better accommodate our families’ needs.   

At home lessons are provided to families with Elementary school and 
younger youth for all other Sundays.   
 

Grace Forum regularly meets each week on Sunday morning in 
the fellowship hall beginning at 10:30am.   

For the next few weeks speakers and activities from various 
community organizations are planned. Join us if you are able.  

March 1  Field trip to IL Assistive Technology Program 

March 8 How Lutherans read the Bible 

March 15  UNITED Open & Affirming communities of Faith 

 
 

Brown Bag Bible Study will continue 
Thursdays at 12:10pm via ZOOM and/or in 
person. Please join us as we begin studying God’s word in 
the gospel of Mark.  

PLEASE BE AWARE... As we care for our building 
and for God’s creation, that we recognize what is 
recycling and what is garbage at the receptacles. 
THEY ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  Thank you. 

VS. 

BE GOOD TO PEOPLE FOR NO REASON  
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  
As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Grace Lutheran Church Food 

Pantry is to feed the hungry.  
 

The Food Pantry continues to benefit from a gratifying level of 
community-wide support from donors old and new. 

We were excited to receive 600 cans, boxes and packages of food from 
West Side Christian Church.  Over the past several years our Food 
Pantry Board has worked to expand our reach into the broader 
community, while respecting that we do not want to compete for 
support from entities that already have relationships that address food 
insecurity through other groups.  West Side Christian Church was one 
of the places where we’ve had an opportunity to introduce ourselves, 
and we were truly blown away to receive this large, first-time donation 
from them. 

We also had a good introductory meeting this month with Trinity 
Lutheran Church and appreciate that they are considering if there are 
ways they might support our work.  And we joined a monthly luncheon 
group for seniors from St. John’s Lutheran to create more awareness 
of our work and their church’s support – and to thank them for that 
support. 

Bunn Gourmet has been a regular donor of meat products and recently 
brought us about 1,000 packages of summer sausages, Polish 
sausages and beef snack sticks. 

Likewise, we frequently receive donations of surplus items from 
various activities of local Scouting organizations.  In recent weeks, the  
Abraham Lincoln Council of Scouts donated 18 large boxes of popcorn 
and other snacks, and Grace member Mark Wilson brought us 40 
dozen eggs that had been earmarked for a Scouts event that had to be 
canceled due to extreme weather. 

Lowe’s has also occasionally contacted us to offer items that they need 
to clear from their inventory.  We recently picked up a full pallet of 
Gatorade from them (1,296 24-ounce bottles) – very popular with 
clients. 

Peace Lutheran Church again sponsored a “Souper Bowl of Caring” 
collection which brought us 263 cans of soup. 
 

We’ve also had an overwhelming outpouring of support this winter 
from several members of Grace who used Thrivent Action Team grants 
($250 each) and personal donations to supply us with winter hats, 
gloves and socks that so many of our clients desperately need and are 
grateful to receive. 
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Financial donations from across the community also have been 
exceptional early in the new year.  Our on-line 
donation opportunity on the church website has 
already brought in $1,788, and cash/check 
donations from individuals beyond our five anchor 
churches is over $7,000 thus far in 2026.  A big 
factor in these donations from the community at-
large was likely our recent appearance on News 
Channel 20, which showed us accepting a $2,300 donation from Green 
Family Stores, sponsor of the station’s Three-Degree Weather 
Guarantee program, followed by an interview on the station’s Midday 
news program.  We know that this type of media visibility enhances 
awareness of our work and creates interest and support from new 
friends. 

Seeing young people volunteering at the Pantry and organizing food 
drives at their schools are among the most uplifting experiences one 
can have in our fight against food insecurity.  We have a longstanding 
relationship with the Franklin Middle School Beta Club, which collected 
2,430 food items for us during the Thanksgiving-Christmas season, and 
the club recently supplemented that with a donation of $500 collected 
during the food drive.    Another recurring source of support from 
young people has been the UIS Volunteer Center.  UIS volunteers 
helped us one day in February and have scheduled additional visits in 
March and April. 

We have truly been blessed and humbled by this outpouring of support 
to start the new year.  As of Feb. 2, our year-to-date income of 
$20,309 exceeded expenses of $11,874 by $8,435, leaving us with an 
account balance of $105,317.  History tells us that this balance is very 
likely to draw down over the next several months, BUT we have a very 
solid foundation from which to manage that in the near-term. 

While the support is uplifting, it remains an unfortunate fact of life that 
it is desperately needed.  In January we served 890 households (a 26 
percent increase over January 2025), representing 2,521 individuals.  
Those are frightening numbers when one considers that we had two 
major snowfalls and several bouts of bitter cold on days when the 
Pantry was open. Thanks to the commitment of our volunteers, we 
have not yet had to close due to extreme weather this year, and, of 
course, there have been clients on foot, on bikes, by bus and by vehicle 
each and every day we’ve been on duty. 
 

      Doug McFarlan, Director 
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Sun Mon Tue 
1 

9:15 am Worship including 
Bold Women’s Day 

10:30 am Grace Forum 

 

2 

11:00-1:00 Food 
Pantry 
 

 

 

3 

9:30 am Staff Meeting  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

6:00 pm Twisted Stitchers  
 

 

4 

4:30 pm Choir practice

6:00 pm Lenten supper

6:30 pm Lenten Worship

 

8 

 
9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Grace Forum 

9 

11:00-1:00 Food 
Pantry 
 

 

10 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

10:30 am Property 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

 

11 

4:30 pm Choir practice

6:00 pm Lenten supper

6:30 pm Lenten Worship

 

15 

Blood Pressure checks 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Grace Forum  

10:30 am Sunday School 

16 

11:00-1:00 Food 
Pantry 

17 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:00 noon Admin &  

Finance 

4:30 pm Ruth Circle  

18 

4:30 pm Choir practice

6:00 pm Lenten supper

6:30 pm Lenten Worship

 

22   

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Grace Forum  

23 

11:00-1:00 Food 
Pantry 

24 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

 

25 

4:30 pm Choir practice

6:00 pm Lenten supper

6:30 pm Lenten Worship

 

29  PALM SUNDAY 

9:15 am Worship 

10:30 am Grace Forum  
 

30 

11:00-1:00 Food 
Pantry 

31 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

 

March 2026

Pastor Krieger away March 19—29 

 

 



11 

 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

4:30 pm Choir practice 

6:00 pm Lenten supper 

6:30 pm Lenten Worship 

5 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag  

Bible Study 

 

6 

 

 

7 

Spring Forward 

one hour 

11 

4:30 pm Choir practice 

6:00 pm Lenten supper 

6:30 pm Lenten Worship 

12 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag  

Bible Study 

 

13 

9:30 am 
Bredehoft           
Visitation at  
Concordia Village 
 

10:30 am 
Bredehoft            
Memorial  

14 

9:00 am 
West Central 
Conference 
Assembly  

18 

4:30 pm Choir practice 

6:00 pm Lenten supper 

6:30 pm Lenten Worship 

19 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag  

Bible Study 

 

20 

 

21 

 

25 

4:30 pm Choir practice 

6:00 pm Lenten supper 

6:30 pm Lenten Worship 

26  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag  

Bible Study 

4:00 pm Lawyers Memorial 

27 

 

28 

March 2026 

Kim away March 5-8 

Pastor Krieger away March 19—29 
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SANDY BENANTI 
GLENDA BOWLES 

RC CURRY 

ANN EVANS 
LEORA HARRY 

MARCELLA MCGOWAN 

TOM & KATHY MYERS 
SALLI SHIELDS 
DON THANNEN 

Easter Food Baskets 
Once again, it is time to think about Easter Holiday Food 
Baskets. District 186 has their spring break earlier this year, 
that means the baskets need to be out nearer to Easter, the 
last week of Lent. We will pack and distribute the baskets 
Wednesday, April 1.  Talk to Randy Heidorn or Doug 
McFarlan for distribution or setup help.  
Also, consider making a donation to cover the cost of the baskets. We split 
the cost with Peace Lutheran as well as St. John’s based on the number of 
baskets we use. Grace gives away about 90 baskets at roughly $65/basket. 
Thank you to all who have helped in the past and those who will help again 
this time.  

—————————————————————————————————————-- 
HELP MAKE SOME FAMILIES EASTER SPECIAL! 

 

 If you would like to sponsor a basket or half a basket to honor someone or 
remember someone who is no longer on their earthly journey, please fill 
out the form below, tear or cut it out and bring or mail it to Grace.  We will 
print your name and the name(s) of those you honor in the May Grace 
Notes.  Thank you for helping with this special ministry. Your gift will also 
be recorded on your giving statement. 
 

Easter Basket Honorary or Memorial 
 
 

Your Name: ______________________________________________ 
                 
Phone: ________________________       
 
Person(s) Name(s) to honor or remember:  
 

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount of gift: __________________ 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND/MINIMAL TRAVEL  
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ALL WOMEN of Grace are welcome at the 
Women’s Circle meetings and other 
WELCA events. 

 
 

Please note the following things happening in March… 
 

March 3 6:00 pm - TWISTED STITCHERS… is a group of 
ladies that get together the first Tuesday evening of the and 
have an evening of fellowship and stitching crafts (knitting, 
crochet, cross-stich, quilting or anything else). Contact Cathy 
McGuire for details, her email is basson2@comcast.net 
 

March 4 Faith Grace Circle will not meet. 
 

March 17 Ruth Circle 4:30 pm at Grace.   
 

BOLD WOMEN’S DAY MARCH 1, 2026 
 

The Women of the ELCA celebrates Bold Women’s Day the first Sunday 
in March and honors all Women who have acted or are acting boldly on 
their faith in Jesus Christ. For 2025 Grace Lutheran Church recognizes 

Bold Woman: Gari Hurst  
 

Gari first came to Grace in 2017 with her sister, 
Arlene Honeycutt. They were both looking for a church 
to welcome them.  When they visited Grace, Judy 
Wollet came up to them in the parking lot, greeting 
and welcoming them that day.  Gari and her sister 
knew then that Grace would be the place for them.  
After coming to Grace, Gari began to get involved in 
the Food Pantry and in both WELCA circles. She is a 
member of the Twisted Stitchers and knits hats and 
mittens for those in need. Gari serves on the Parish 
Life committee helping to prepare meals for potlucks, 
Advent and Lenten dinners.  Often, she will come 
early to set up and will stay late for cleanup.  Gari 

enjoys cooking and helping and serving others. She has what she 
describes as a helium hand. Her hand becomes lighter than air and rises 
like a helium balloon making her one of the first to volunteer.  Because 
of this helium hand she has become a valuable resource for church 
functions. Besides volunteering, Gari often looks for other ways to help 
such as cleaning the kitchen dumbwaiter. She even gave it a fresh coat 
of paint. She is currently working with Aaron on giving the downstairs 
women’s restroom a fresh look.  
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When not working at Grace, Gari is a member of the Society for  
Creative Anachronism (SCA).  SCA is a club that meets locally as 
well as all over the continental USA. They reenact the lifestyles of 
pre-17th century people. Gari dresses in pre-17th century clothing 
and learns to cook, sew, and weave like the people would back in 
those times.  Both Gari and her husband Dan are in this club. Gari 
is know as Lady Katrina and Dan is known as Baron Devin.  They 
travel to reenactment events in Illinois, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
Iowa and Mississippi.  Gari is an interesting person and a wonderful 
example of a Bold Worman! 

    YOUR HEALTH NEWS 
 Parish Nurse...Diana Weyhenmeyer 

   
  

 February was heart month so I am writing on heart health as 
we are going into March. New guidelines came out in 2025 replacing 
guidelines from 2017. Blood pressure is important for heart health.  
 
Normal blood pressure (BP) is less than 120 mm Hg systolic and 
under 80 mm Hg diastolic 
Elevated BP 120-129 mm Hg systolic and less than 80 mm Hg 
diastolic 
• Stage 1 hypertension is 130 to 139 mm Hg systolic or 80 to 89 
mm Hg diastolic 
• Stage 2 hypertension is 140 mm Hg systolic or over 90 mm Hg 

diastolic 
 

Tips to help your blood pressure 
• Don't add salt at the table to your food. 

• Exercise always helps lower your blood pressure. I took mine the 
other day after exercising and it was 108/65. I used to be 90/60. As 
we get older; our blood pressure rises I've noticed. 
• Diet that is rich in fruits and vegetables and whole grains. 

• Manage stress. Stress always causes the blood pressure to rise. 
Avoid tobacco 
 
In Christ's Love,  Diana 
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Let's Show Some Love to Wooden It Be Lovely.... The mission of 
Wooden It Be Lovely is to offer hope, love 
and resources while assisting women 
survivors heal from lives of poverty, 
addiction and abuse.  They do this by 
providing a meaningful job, housing, 
resources, education and a community of 
support. They restore used furniture into 
beautiful pieces, and also create candles, 
pillows and wall decor, which are sold at their 

boutique, and at sales three times a year.  The proceeds are used to 
pay the women’s salaries. I asked her how we could help with this 
mission.  

Since we are showing LOVE… there is a list of needed items in the 
fellowship hall so you can see what your donations will be buying.   I 
would like to see if we can get our donations in by March 8th.   I will 
have special envelopes for your “Showing Some Love for Wooden It Be 
Lovely” at church for your donations. You can give those on Sundays or 
during the week in the fellowship hall, in the offering plate or you can 
get them to Kim in the office. When the items arrive I hope we can 
perhaps have a wrapping party for our gifts and perhaps even transport 
them in big red buckets!  (This event will be announced at a later time.)  
Please consider donating to this wonderful ministry and help our 
neighbors!   Cindy Anderson 

 

Thank You's 
 

 Thank you for all the people of Grace for generously giving items 
to our next two Welcome Home boxes to a new homeowner.  This 
is in coordination with other faith communities and Heartland 
Continuum of Care. 

 

 Thank you to John & Debbie Rigg, Carolyn Nelson, Randy Heidorn 
and Wanda Williams for doing Thrivent Action Teams to purchase 
warm winter clothing, especially gloves and socks. Our food 
pantry clients and neighbors are so thankful for the items to help 
them stay warm in our cold weather. We also thank Laurel United 
Methodist for the hats they knitted and collected. 
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 PRAYERS OF GRACE MINISTRY 
Pray in the spirit at all times and on every occasion.   

Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for  
all believers everywhere.”   Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

 

If you are in need of prayer or if you would like to join the Prayer 
Chain please call the church office (217-522-3965) or email Kim Gietl 
k.gietl15@yahoo.com or Sara Oehlert soehlert@aol.com  We also 
have been listing those in need in the bulletins each week.  If you 
have a need or know someone who does please let us know.  

 
WORD IN SEASON devotionals are available at the church office, at 
the back of the sanctuary or please let Kim know if you would like to 
pick one up or have one mailed to you.  

 
Stephen Ministry…  You are not alone. Your Stephen Ministers 
are available.  Stephen Ministry equips a team of lay 
caregivers to provide one-on-one, Christ centered care to 
people experiencing life difficulties and changes. To contact 
us, ask Pastor Krieger or contact the church office.  Your 
contact is confidential, whether or not you decide to accept 
our services. 
 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

Grace Lutheran Church Council will hold it’s regular meeting February 
24 at 6:30 pm. At that time we will come together to decide whom will 
represent committees and how the Council will be structured this year.   
 

FINANCIALS  
January 2026    January 2025 

       $17,840 Income                 $24,865  Income 
     $35,613 Expense           $37,539 Expense    
       DEFICIT ($17,774)         DEFICIT ($12,673)  
 
January income was $17,719 which compares unfavorably with the 
prior two years.  Expenses totaled $35,614 causing a 
deficit of $17,774. 

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
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March Birthdays  
March 2 Paige Fullriede 

  Parker Stults  

March 3 Kristen Edwards 

March 4 Katie Klint 

March 5  Michael DiGiovanna 

March 6 Bill Moran 

March 7 Evie Monahan 

March 8 Thomas George 

  Theron Strike 

March 10 Dan Hurst 

March 11 Allison Klint 

March 15  Dennis Little 

  Gracie McCormick 

  Crystal Schmidt 

March 16 Denise Behl  

   Megan Nation 

March 17 Michael Carnduff 

   Julie Harvill 

   Kathy Myers 

March 18 Gunnar Anderson  

March 20 Mark Anderson 

   Colin Brockmeyer 

March 22 Kase Kepler 

March 23 Nancy Bahre 

March 25  Heidi Lowery 

March 26 Harrison Allen 

March 27 Sarah Jakowsky 

 

HAPPY B IRTHDAY and GOD’S  

BLESS INGS TO YOU!  

 
 
PUT ON.....COMPASSIONATE HEARTS, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. COLOSSIANS 3:12  
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Little Lambs Update 

OVERVIEW 
For more than six years, Barbara Kayaga has overseen the school she 
co-founded with Kristin. As the number of students increased to 50-
60, the workload became too much for Barbara and her husband 
Brian. At its inception, there were plans for ongoing fundraising and 
touring with singing but that was impossible with one person left to 
run the program. Despite their dedication to sustaining the school’s 
mission, staffing and financial limitations now make it impossible to 
maintain this scale.  This was never meant to be a singular venture 
and fundraising and more community involvement was meant to 
happen.  
 

CHALLENGES OF EXPANSION 
Continuing to grow at the current rate would require hiring four more 
teachers, securing additional resources, and partnering with another 
school for exams. Monthly expenses would rise to at least $2,500, not 
including the costs for food, supplies for over 60 people, and regular 
maintenance. The school is registered to teach only Kindergarten 
through fourth grade, but at this level, it is no longer sustainable.  
As a result, Barbara and Brian have decided to keep just 10 children, 
including four of their own, Braeden, Yovella, Brandon, Ariana, Barry, 
Byron, Tyler, Leana, Maria, Amara, Kobe at the house/school, and will 
not accept any new enrollments. 
 

TRANSITION FOR STUDENTS 
Barbara waited as long as possible, 
prayed, and reflected deeply. She is 
disappointed she could not do more, but 
her commitment has been unwavering. 
Thanks to her and the staff, all other 
students are now ready to enter grade 1 
and will continue their education at other 
schools.  
Barbara’s focus will now shift to the 
original 13 children from primary school, 
approximately fifth and sixth graders. She 
plans to sponsor these students for two 
more years, supporting them until their 
graduation in 2028.  
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Shanitah, Irene, Isaac, Evelyn, Michelle, Ethan, Elisha, Tracy, Asher, 
Beyonce, Hadijjah, Joyce and Sandra.   
The enrolled primary school is a Christian institution, with tuition and 
uniforms costing about $300 per child per month for the 13 students. 
While these costs are similar to current maintenance expenses, 
Barbara and the staff will be able to reduce their involvement and 
resource commitments. 
All total for tuition and fees of older kids, staff and maintenance for 
the Little Lamb school is as follows:  
January – March 4000.00 April - June 4000.00 
July – September 4000.00 October - December 4000.00 
16000.00 per year.  

 

FUTURE PLANS 
After this, Barbara intends to devote her efforts fully to the 
community center, aiming to support even more individuals beyond 
the school. The process will still require community collaboration to 
succeed, and we don’t know what this means fully for the school at 
this point.  
 

CALL FOR SUPPORT 
Please consider supporting or continue to support as you have the 
tuition and minimal school fees for these students, as well as the 10 
children at the Little Lambs facility. 
 

COMMUNITY COMMITMENT 
Barbara, myself, Dad, and Marcia thank you for your continued 
support of the Little Lambs mission and ministry; it would not have 
reached this point without each of you. 
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OUR STAFF 
 

PASTOR   
Rev. Tom Krieger 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   
 
PARISH NURSE    
Diana Weyhenmeyer 

CANTOR  
J.B. George   
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN   
Aaron VonHolten  
 
WEB ADMINISTRATOR 
Aaron Babel 

                      Check out our website!  
Scan this code or navigate to https://www.gracelutheran-springfield.org 


