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GRACE LUTHERAN’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As disciples in Christ, we support our faith community, encourage 
spiritual growth in everyone, and serve all creation with Christ-like love. 

  

            We accomplish this by:       

 spreading God's Word 

 building relationships 

 serving the community 

 reaching out to those in need 

2022 
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Pastor’s page... 

 

What building projects have you been a part of?  Maybe you had a say 
or a hand in the building or remodeling of your home, a neighbor’s 
home, a treehouse, a toy, or even a gingerbread house.  Grace is close 
to a famous house that became the home of the Lincoln family in 1844. 
The first house to the south of Lincoln’s was built for Francis Springer, 
who in 1841 established what would become Grace Lutheran Church.  
Before our present name and location (a block away), our church was 
‘built’ in several other places.  Different languages we speak saw that 
church rebuild.  The cornerstone laid for our present church dates back 
130 years (or depending on how you look at it, around 2,000 years). 
 

Rebuilding is a focal point of the stories of Ezra and Nehemiah.  “The 
returned exiles were concerned not only with reconstruction of altar, 
temple, and city, but with social and religious problems, freeing the 
community…”. (cf. Introduction to Ezra, The New Oxford Annotated   
Bible NRSV).  Rebuilding was about bricks and mortar, and so much 
more.  Isaiah 57-58 is another expression of that faith. 
 

Lent 2022 is only a month away.  I hope you can be part of 
the ‘construction crew’ for our 6:30pm Wednesday worship 
theme “Build Up” (Isaiah 57:14) 
 
March 2 (Ash)    Location, location, location.  

March 9        Craftsmanship 

March 16        A habitat for humanity 

March 23        “If you build it, they will come.”  

March 30        Affordable housing 

April 6        Open house 

 

…with Grace, Pastor Krieger 
 

 

Church in Office Hours: Tuesday–Friday, 8:00 am–4:00 pm  
Monday by remote.  Please call the church office for any information.   

Phone (217) 522-3965  
Grace Food Pantry is open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 

11:00 am–1:00 pm  Food Pantry Phone (217) 522-9707 
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SPECIAL NOTICE GRACE LUTHERAN  
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

Sunday, January 30, 2022  10:30 am 
All active confirmed members should be present to share in this 

important meeting.  The agenda will include, but is not limited to, 
election of 2022 Council members and the Nominating Committee.  

Those officers will be listed in March Grace Notes 
 

REMINDER: Committee chairs and/or secretaries please stop at the 
work room every week so that you can sign off on transactions vouchers 

and checks.  Thank you for giving your time.    

Lenten Devotionals: A Story to Tell 
This Lenten devotional highlights readings from the gospel of 
Mark with 46 entries, one for each day from Ash Wednesday 
to Easter. The urgent tone of the story grabs us and pulls us 
in, but all the action comes to a halt when those who see the 
empty tomb tell no one about this. Is this the end of the 
story? These are available in the office or Kim will send them 
to you if you would like just let her know by phone  

217-522-3965 or email k.gietl15@yahoo.com. 

 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, March 2 

February 6 
Greeter: Josie Anderson 
Ushers: Frank Beckman &             
Paul Derlitzki  
Assisting Minister/Reader:           
Sara Oehlert 
          
February 13 
Greeter: Pat Ekle 
Ushers:  Kim & Pam Schlicht 
Assisting Minister/Reader:  
Pat Casper 
 

February 20 
Greeter: Laurie Farrell 
Ushers: Galloway family 
Assisting Minister/Reader:  
John Rigg 
 
February 27 
Greeters: Annabelle, Dani and 
Lindsey Clemons 
Ushers: Chuck & Diana  
Weyhenmeyer 
Assisting Minister/Reader:  
Addison Downey 

 Serving the Assembly in February 
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     From the Desk of Cantor JB George… 

 
“Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD of hosts;  

the whole earth is full of his glory.”     Isaiah 6:3 
 

This verse (probably in a slightly different translation), forms the basis 
for words we sing every Sunday in the Communion liturgy: “Holy, 
Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might...” Also known by its Latin 
title, the Sanctus, this piece is part of the “ordinary” of the mass—the 
texts used every week regardless of the day or season.  

As with much of the western Church’s liturgy, Luther retained the use 
of the Sanctus in the Lutheran liturgy, even composing a hymn that 
includes the context verses of the Isaiah narrative: 

Isaiah in a vision did of old the Lord of hosts enthroned on high 
behold, 
whose splendid train was wide outspread until its streaming glory 
did the temple fill. 
Above God's throne the shining seraphim with sixfold wings did 
rev'rence unto him. 
With two each seraph hid his glorious face, and two about his feet 
did interlace, 
and with the other two he soared on high, and one unto another 
thus did cry: 
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts! His glory filleth all the earth!" 
The beams and lintels at their crying shook, and all the house was 
filled with billowing smoke. 

--ELW #868. Text and tune by Martin Luther, translated by Martin Franzmann, 
©1978, Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-724651. 

Since the Sanctus is so universally used, it should be no surprise that 
there are so many musical settings of this text, including great musical 
works. Listen on YouTube to the regal Sanctus of Bach’s B Minor Mass 
and the ethereal Sanctus of the Fauré Requiem. On Sunday mornings, 
we typically sing less monumental settings (!), but this moment still 
represents a glorious high point in our liturgy. Though we do not 
presume to explain exactly when or how, we understand the very body 
and blood of Christ come to be present in, with, and under the simple 
gifts of bread and wine—a rending of the curtain, if you will, between 
heaven and earth. As we see how God is revealed in Jesus Christ in 
this time between the Epiphany and the Transfiguration, may we have 
the eyes of faith to see God’s glory in revealing Jesus Christ at the 
Lord’s Table—to us and in us—for the sake of the world.   
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Join us each week at 10:30 am!! 

 All are welcome! 
 

Hearts and Hands for Jesus” is our main theme this year and we 
have awesome teachers and creative ways to learn.   

Sunday school meets on the second floor each week in the large  
Sunday School room at 10:30 am.  

We will also have weekends of service projects for all to participate in 
throughout the year to share God’s love.   

Our next project will be on February 13 during 
Education hour.   

We used the kits we packed in the fall very quickly 
and the need is great for the coming months. 
These are just common items that are extremely 
appreciated by those in our neighborhood who lack 
these basic necessities.  All are welcome!  
The list is as follows:   

Socks,  Deodorant, Toothbrush, Toothpaste, Bottles of water, Band-
Aids, Lip Balm,  Travel tissues,  Wipes (small packs), Hand Sanitizer,  
Granola Bars,  Gallon Zip lock Bags 

 

JR/SR HIGH... We will be meeting at the end of the hall on the second 
floor for time together. Join us on Sunday at 10:30 am.  
 

ADULT FORUM…please join us Sundays at 10:30 am in the 
fellowship hall. Please let us know if you would like to participate via 
ZOOM and we can set up OwlBert.  Please join us! 

 
CONFIRMATION CLASS...will meet regularly on Sunday 
afternoons at 1:00 pm on February 6 and 20. 

 
Brown Bag Bible Study will continue Thursdays at 
12:10pm via ZOOM and/or in person. Please join us as 
we continue studying God’s word.   
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YOUR HEALTH NEWS... 
 
 This information was taken from an article 
on the internet about COVID.  Someone called me 

and asked what to do when you test positive.  If you test positive 
for COVID you should isolate for 5 days.  If you have no symptoms 
you can leave isolation but continue wearing a mask for 5 more 
days.  If you have a fever stay home until the fever is gone.  This 
comes from the US Center for Disease and Prevention. 
 You should isolate at home with a private room and bathroom 
if possible.  If you are in the same room with another person, both 
should be wearing high quality masks and the room well ventilated.  
Opening windows can help with air circulation.  (I know it's winter 
and this might be a difficult thing to do.) 
 The CDC says you can leave isolation after 5 days when you 
are asymptomatic.  If you have a immune disease you may need to 
isolate longer in order for your body to heal. 
 If you have a positive test, you should let people know, who 
have been within 6 feet of you for 15 minutes or longer in a 24 hour 
period.  With the omicron variant this has moved to 6.5 minutes 
and within 6 feet.  It is highly contagious. 
 Call your doctor if a high fever persists over a few days, 
difficulty breathing, unable to eat or drink or chest pain.  Loss of 
taste or smell is common and may last more than 10 days.  I know 
someone it lasted for 6 months.  (This is very rare.) 
 Doctors recommend having a thermometer, pulse oximeter 
(measures oxygen in the blood) Tylenol, ibuprofen and drink plenty 
of fluids.  If you have severe shortness of breath or chest pain go to 
the emergency room. 
 February is heart month.  I thought I would say a little bit 
about your heart.  Gratitude and thankfulness can help your health 
and keep your heart healthy.  My daughter gave me a gratitude 
journal for Mother's Day and I have been writing three things I am 
grateful for every day.  I find myself being more grateful every day 
and feeling good inside.  When you are more positive and look for 
good things in your life, days go better.  This has been a result of 
being more positive for me.  Why don't you try it and see what 
happens to you? 
 
In Christ's Love, Diana 
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The 2022 Synod Assembly  
will be held on Saturday, March 26, 9:00-10:30 A.M. via Zoom, 

and Thursday-Saturday, June 2-4 in Champaign. 
Synod Assembly is the annual gathering of the congregations of 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod, typically the first Thursday-Saturday 
of June. Synod Assembly is time for us to be church together. We 
tend to the matters of living together in Christ for the sake of the 
world, learning and understanding how God calls us to be the church 
in the world. We worship together, receive greetings from ministry 
partners and ecumenical brothers and sisters, steward our financial 
resources to support and strengthen ministry, and are inspired and 
encouraged by one another. 
Rostered ministers and at least 2 adults and 1 confirmed youth of   
C/SIS congregations can be voting members at the assembly. 
Visitors are welcome to attend. Registration deadline is Tuesday, 
March 1.  https://www.csis-elca.org 

   

Holiday Food Basket ...thank you to all those who gave to 
the Food Baskets throughout the year. The following is the 
remaining persons from Christmas who would like to share 
their remembrances: 

 John and Debbie Rigg… honoring their wonderful 

grandchildren:  Emma, Nolan, Chelsie, Oliver and Isabel. 

2021 Financial statements have been mailed.  If there is any 
question or errors please talk to Kim in the office and she will make 
corrections or changes if needed.   

New Year - New Look:   

Our website has been updated, check it out!!! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

9:30 am Staff Meeting  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

6:30 pm Twisted  

Stitchers  

 

2 

 

3  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag 
Bible Study 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

5 

 

6 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education Hour  

1:00 pm Confirmation 

7 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

 

 

8 

9:30 am Staff Meeting  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

10:30 am Property 

12:00 noon Admin & Finance 
 
 

 

 

9 

 

10 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag 
Bible Study 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

Office Closed 

12 

 

13 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education Hour 

Valentines for Little Lambs 
and Kits for our Neighbors 

 

14 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

Winter Overflow Shelter 
Meal 

15 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

Ruth Circle  

 

16 

 

17 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag 
Bible Study 

 

18 

 

Grace Notes 

19  

 
 

 

20 

9:15 am Worship  

Blood Pressure check 

10:30 am Education Hour 

1:00 pm Confirmation 

21 

Office Closed 
 

NO Food Pantry 

22 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

6:30 pm Church Council 

23 

 

24 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag 
Bible Study 

 

25 

 

26 

10:00 am CSIS 
S.A.M. Meeting 

27 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education Hour 

 

28 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

 

FEBRUARY 2022 

February 2 
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  

 

The Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons always bring 
an outpouring of financial support and food donations for 
the Food Pantry, and this was year no exception – in 
fact, it was truly exceptional. 
As reported last month, annual Thanksgiving season food drives at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Our Savior’s Lutheran School, Franklin Middle 
School and Springfield Clinic Radiology brought in nearly 7,000 boxes, 
cans and bags of non-perishable foods in November.  During the same 
period.  Trinity Lutheran School donated $475 in gift cards for food 
purchases from County Market.  
  Franklin Middle School kept right on going through December and 
by the end of its collection of food and monetary donations, the Franklin 
community had contributed 2,776 food items and $1,718.  A big thanks to 
Deb and Dick Smith who pick up, deliver and unload all the food 
donations from Franklin and deliver holiday food baskets three times a 
year to the homes of 20 Franklin families. Also in December and early 
January we received two checks totaling $1,259 from Church World 
Service from the proceeds of its annual CROP Walk fundraiser. 
Near the end of the year we received a wonderful surprise and blessing 
when we received an envelope with a handwritten note inside which read, 
“saw you mentioned in the Illinois Times” – AND a check for $7,500. 
 December also saw several Food Pantry volunteers help Grace and 
Peace churches package and distribute holiday food baskets to 90 
families, mostly from Franklin and McClernand schools (sponsored by 
Grace) and Jefferson and Blackhawk schools (sponsored by Peace).  Each 
family received a large tote of non-perishable foods plus milk, bread, a 10
-pound ham, eggs, potatoes, a bag of snacks and a bag of personal 
hygiene items. 
All in all, it was an exceptionally gratifying month. 
 A detailed year-end report on finances and clients served can be 
found in the Grace Annual Report.  We ended the year having served 
4,900 families and 11,878 individuals.  Both figures represent a 3 percent 
decrease compared with 2020, but, remember, 2020 had three “normal” 
months pre-pandemic.   
 We ended the year with an account balance of just over $89,000, 
with donations for the year exceeding expenses by about $10,000.  As 
stated in the Annual Report, this position enables us to maintain 
enhanced services that we have provided to clients in recent years and to 
consider ways to build even further on those enhancements in the new 
year and beyond. 
    Doug McFarlan, Director  
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
 

On Tuesday, January 11, 2022 the Congregational Council held its  
regular meeting via ZOOM.  Further information concerning Council action  

can be seen below. 
 Ben Schlouch (member) along with his wife Kelly and Phinley transferred 

to St. John’s, Bloomington 
 Admin will clean up dedicated accounts in the coming year 
 Food Pantry requested use of the Youth Room area for Food Pantry 

business along with the purchase of a1 –2 refrigerators for the Food 
Pantry for additional food storage 

 MOTION—using Food Pantry funds that Food Pantry is permitted to 
purchase 1-2 refrigerators at the Food Pantry Board’s discretion.                   
Motion passed unanimous  

 MOTION—that for this time the Food Pantry may have use of the Youth 
Room for its operations.   Motion passed unanimous  

 Assessment Reports from Berners Schober is information at this point not 
a plan. After the property committee has assessed what they can do in 
house, a Grace Place Task Force will be put together with all committees 
included as the assessment information comes in.   

 1.  To Review Documents 
 2.  Prioritize needs 
 3.  Getting bids for those priorities 
 4.  Go to Council for action.  
 Nominating Committee working on new Council members. Thank you to 

those who served or continue to serve Council 2021. Thank you to Randy 
Heidorn for his time as Vice President.  

 

   December 2021    December 2020 
Income  $102,705    Income  $81,956 
Expense  $33,592    Expense  $38,957 
Surplus $69,113    Surplus $42,999 

 

YTD 2021     YTD 2020 
Income $426,928    Income $390,294 
Expense $404,691    Expense $319,954 

                Surplus $22,237          Surplus $70,340    

Attendance records  

Advent 4  Christmas Skit 12/19/2021 76  In-person 

Advent 4 12/19/2021 38 64 

Christmas Eve  In-person  12/24/2021 96   5:00pm 30   11:00pm 

Christmas Weekend Online  12/24-12/26 85 83 

Christmas Day 12/25/2021 19 In-person 

Christmas 1 12/26/2021 12  In-person 

Christmas 2  NO In-person COVID spike 1/2/2022 92 47 

Baptism of Our Lord  NO In-person COVID spike 1/9/2022 56 57 
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ALL WOMEN of Grace are welcome at the women’s Circle meetings  
     and other WELCA events. 

 

Faith/Grace Circle usually meets on the first Wednesday of each month 
but are taking a break.  We will let you know when we will be back at 
Grace.  

 
Ruth Circle - Ruth Circle will meet on February 15. Time and place TBD. 

 
 

$10 cookbooks!...We're hopeful you will consider them for gifts for 

neighbors, beauticians, teachers, birthday gifts, thank you gifts, etc. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONE CINNAMON butter braid is remaining.  If you would like it, 
please let Kim or Charlotte Blumle know.  Cash or a check may be 
made to Charlotte directly.  

 
It is time to nominate your choice for Bold Women's Day 2022. In 
2021 we recognized all women of Grace as bold women. A plaque is in 
the fellowship hall at church lists all past Bold Women. Help us 
recognize another woman bold woman of Grace. 
Please give your nomination to Pat Casper or Kim Gietl as soon as 
possible. Thank you. Pat Casper 
 
 

 
 

TWISTED STITCHERS  The Twisted Stitchers will get together 
February 1 at 6:30pm.   
 

Sign up for Daily Grace 
Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your jour-
ney, offering a faith reflection every day. Encounter 
God’s extravagant, boundless and often surprising 
grace by signing up for a daily email message.  

http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/daily-grace/an-epiphany-prayer
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H e l p i n g  O u r  C o m m u n i t y … .  
 

 

Providing Meals for the Winter Overflow Shelter  
February 14, 2022 

The Community Ministry Committee is asking for your 
help with donations of food to help provide a bagged 
dinner and breakfast for 60 people at the Springfield 
Winter Overflow Shelter.  We are asking for donations 
of bottles of water (approximately 120), Valentine/heart 
cookies and candy for 60 people for dinner (baked or 

store bought), fruit cups for dinner (60), individual chip bags (60), 2 
breakfast bars a person (120), individual apple sauce cups (60).  Please 
bring them to church by Feb. 11 so we have time for shopping for what 
items we need.  We will be making sandwiches and bagging the dinner 
and breakfast meals.  They have requested the bagged meals to make 
it easier for staff to give out and are more flexible. Thank you as always 
for your generosity towards our neighbors in need! If you have 
questions, please call Jean Scherer 217-725-0301. 
 

 
ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS…  
CHOICE DOLLARS—Depending upon what 
Thrivent products you have Thrivent allocates 
and amount you can direct they give to 
churches, colleges, etc.  Our church is one of 
the churches you can direct your money be given to.  Please contact 
Thrivent today and tell them where to direct your money. Any money not 
directed by March 31, will lose the opportunity to direct where it goes and 
Thrivent will decide what institution will get it.   
ACTION TEAMS– Every Thrivent Member may apply for two debit cards 
worth $250.00 per year to a charitable group to help with expenses for 
which a group may want to support.   
 

Servant Opportunities 
 Call or check in on shut in members or those homebound. 
 Pray for our youth, children and families in the church for this           

challenging year.  
 Provide food items for the Overflow shelter. 
 Help with the valentines for Little Lambs and kits for  
     our neighbors for February 13. 
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Stephen Ministry News  
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as  
indeed you are doing…. Encourage the faint and help the 
weak. 1 Thessalonians 5:11,14b  
You are not alone. Your Stephen Ministers are 
available. 
Stephen Ministry equips a team of lay caregivers to provide 

one-on-one, Christ centered care to people experiencing life difficulties. 
To contact us, ask Pastor Krieger, contact the church office, or contact 
any Stephen Minister. Your contact is confidential, whether or not you de-
cide to accept our services. 
 
 

Prayers of Grace/Stephen Ministers 
Our Prayer Ministry is alive and well and the email responses that 
many of you have offered to each prayer are uplifting and greatly ap-
preciated by those we pray for.  Keep 'em coming! Pastor Krieger had 
another great idea to help us continue to build our prayer minis-
try.  He suggested that once a week we share the names of people 
who are "Still in our Prayers" so that we are mindful of their ongoing 
needs. This is another way to keep our prayer ministry strong and I 
am grateful for this suggestion. To make this happen I will send out a 
weekly list on Saturday or Sunday.  You are an active part of this min-
istry so feel free to hit "reply all" and add others to the list. If you 
would like to join the Prayer Chain, have updates you want me to add 
to the “Still in our Prayers” list, or if you want to be 
taken off of the list just let me know.   
Thanks, Sara Oehlert  In need of prayer?  - Call the 
church office (217) 522-3965 - Email Sara Oehlert at 
soehlert@aol.com 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND/MINIMAL TRAVEL  

DIXIE ALVIES 
DOROTHY BAHRE 
GLENDA BOWLES 

 

GEORGIANN 
BREDEHOFT 

GLORIA GAGNON 
MARGE HANNER 

EUNIE KRONE 
ELEANOR SAKRIS 
ANN SCHLICHT 

CRYSTAL SHADID 

THE MORE YOU SHARE YOUR GIFTS AND BLESS OTHERS....THE STRONGER 

YOUR FAITH AND YOUR LOVE OF GOD WILL BECOME. 

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
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February Birthdays  

GOD’S  BLESS INGS TO YOU!  

February 2 Betty Curry 

 Bruce Loyd 

February 4 Jaymie Babel 

 Owen Christell 

 Brian Dees 

 Ethan Krone 

February 5 Aaron Von Holten 

February 6 Paul Appleton 

 Matthew Derber 

 Lindsey Gietl 

 Pam Schlicht 

February 8   Adalyn Lowery  

    Mary Lou Smith 

February 12 Chase Christell 

February 15 Rox Ann Rezin 

February 19 Janet Conrady 

February 22 Nicolas Menke 

 Dick Smith 

February 24 Linda Menke 

February 26 Tom Appleton 

 Greg Thompson 

Thank You’s 
 

 Thank you to those who gave hats, gloves and scarves. We received many 
generous donations of these items. Those were given to McClernand 
elementary, Franklin Middle school and larger adult sizes were handed out at 
the Food Pantry. 

 Thank you to the folks who rang the bells for Salvation Army at Scheel’s on 
December 11 —Farrells, Wakefields, Nelsons, Smiths, Heidorn/Scherer, 
Riggs, O’Fallons, Wollets.  The Salvation Army didn’t have enough volunteers 
which meant that many locations and times were not filled. They were so 
grateful to our church to fill an entire day.  

 Holiday Food Baskets a Great Success! This past holiday season  we built 
nearly 200 baskets total for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Thanks to all who 
donated, coordinated, packed and distributed the baskets. This joint project 
with Peace Lutheran saw baskets distributed to three schools and three 
churches.  

 Ilse Nunn would like thank the ladies for the tray of cookies and the cards for 
her birthday. Although she is unable to be with us in person as she lives with 
her daughter and health reasons keep her home, she would like to express 
her love and best wishes for Grace church. God bless one and all.  

 Thank you for the visits, cards and kind notes during my hospitalization.  A 
special thank you for all the prayers.  Thanks for the altar flowers given by 
Pat Ekle and delivered by John Rigg.  Thanks for the cookies "Baked with love 
by friends at Grace."  Thank you to Pastor Krieger for visits and bringing 
communion.  I'm so grateful for all of the Grace.  Theron  
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Join us for worship online 

 
 
 
 

PASTOR   
Rev. Tom Krieger 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   
 
PARISH NURSE    
Diana Weyhenmeyer 

CANTOR 
J.B. George   
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN   
Aaron Von Holten 
 

gracelutheran-springfield.org 


