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As disciples in Christ, we support our faith community, encourage spiritual 
growth in everyone, and serve all creation with Christ-like love. 

  

We accomplish this by: 

 spreading God's Word 
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 serving the community 

 reaching out to those in need       
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“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven… a time to break down, and a time to build up.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 3b 
Building up has been our Holden Evening Prayer focus each Wednesday of 
Lent, a project we complete on April 6 (you are welcome to join us in-
person or online).  “Build up” seems a fitting theme for a congregation 
putting its time, talents and possessions into such matters under heaven, 
as sung with Dakota Road Music’s song of the same title.  Building up our 
facility has direction through engineers who have assessed Grace Lutheran 
Church, the continuing work of our Property Committee (immediate 
matters), and our Grace Place Task Force (matters to be addressed in the 
next 5-10 years). 
Building up is the hope of our Adult Forum (newly renamed Grace Forum) 
completing the book study April 3 of Growing Young.  These eight weeks 
are not meant to be the completion of building, but only the foundation.  
We will need to make more time to build up from here. 
We see matters old and new under heaven that are breaking down this 
world and God’s children, and likewise matters that are building up this 
world and God’s children.  Russian bombs and bullets plague war upon the 
people of Ukraine, killing civilians (even a maternity hospital); breaking 
down peace.  Yet from the cellars, hope builds up Ukrainian souls still living, 
as concert violinist Vera Lytochenko plays for her people, and Serge 
Tiagnyriadno plays keyboard underground and finds voice to sing “Like a 
Bridge over Troubled Water,” and Illia Bondarenko leads 94 violinists 
around the world from a basement shelter in Kyiv.  God, give them 
strength to continue to give their people strength.  God, give us strength to 
not leave the Ukrainian people on their own, and all peoples who are 
breaking. 
In his Passion, every matter under heaven was breaking Jesus down.  
Springfield churches will give attention to current matters under heaven 
during a Cross Walk on Good Friday, April 15 beginning at 12:00pm noon 
(watch for more information). 
Holy Week is a time of breaking down and building up.  May your own 
experiences of being broken and rebuilding be transformed by Grace: 

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 10 @ 9:15am worship & Christian 
Education blend, “Moving Together with Passion” 

Maundy Thursday, April 14 @ 7:30pm  The Last Supper and command 
Good Friday, April 15 @ 7:30pm  The Crucifixion 
Vigil of Easter Saturday, April 16 @ 7:30pm  Light breaks down the 

Darkness 
Resurrection of our Lord Sunday, April 17 @ 9:15am 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” 
 

For everything this season, for every matter under heaven, may our time 
be Jesus’ time.  Pastor Krieger 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SergeTiagnyriadno/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSHHglO-4ebodGTPDh-MCB6L90m-F-kUX6VmHPPVGwlpuTUlgsL-QeXfEx31WGIW0BRqTYd9eyzThjfhfpB5kXQGHwSll2cq6F_7IIZmbaE47G1xwv2QnDKlyIjHpI0HErisK6-w23TOZlhiTyn7ki0xciHeUU2NhjRt81v6SB9g&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/SergeTiagnyriadno/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSHHglO-4ebodGTPDh-MCB6L90m-F-kUX6VmHPPVGwlpuTUlgsL-QeXfEx31WGIW0BRqTYd9eyzThjfhfpB5kXQGHwSll2cq6F_7IIZmbaE47G1xwv2QnDKlyIjHpI0HErisK6-w23TOZlhiTyn7ki0xciHeUU2NhjRt81v6SB9g&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
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The Grace Place Task Force are our leaders assembled for the 
purpose of upkeep of our facilities per issues that have been identified as 
needing addressed in the next 5-10 years.  The Task Force will gather and 
present bids to our Council, who in turn will take them to the Congregation 
every time it is constitutionally warranted. 
 

The Task Force is made up of members of Grace representing various 
ministries and areas of expertise.  Feel free to contact any of us with 
questions and comments.  If we don’t know an answer, we’ll find someone 
who does. 

Voting members: 
John Rigg (chair) Grace Trust 
Art Carlson   Property Committee 
Laurie Farrell Stewardship Committee 
Phil Galloway Strategic Planning Committee 
Randy Heidorn Council Vice-president 
Debbie Rigg  Parish Life Committee 
Jean Scherer Community Ministry Committee 
Jim Schlouch Administration & Finance Committee 
Judy Wheaton (recorder) Fellowship Committee 
Wanda Williams Worship & Music Committee 
 

Non-voting members: 
Aaron Von Holten Custodian 
Ed Wollet  Laid the Foundation 
Dan Hoselton area of expertise 
Mike Darling area of expertise 
J.B. George  Cantor 
Tom Krieger  Pastor 

 

While that is a lot of people to serve on one task force, there is a lot of 
work to do, as we will also be concentrating our work in five areas: 

Architectural   Structural    Plumbing    Mechanical     Electrical 
 

All of us at Grace Lutheran Church have an investment in the work of the 
Grace Place Task Force, and will have a voice and a part to play in what 
work is accomplished as we build up this piece of the body of Christ.  
Thank you in advance, and thank God for the opportunity.  

with Grace, Pastor Krieger 
 

 

Jo in  us  fo r  wo rshi p  o n l in e:  
F ACE B OOK,  YOU TU BE ,  OR  B Y E M AI L  

You can go to either our website at www.gracelutheran-springfield.org on 
Facebook to Historic Grace Lutheran Church or to our YouTube Channel:  
Grace Lutheran Church Springfield IL and you will be taken to a link that 
will allow you to view the video of the services for the weekend.  

http://www.gracelutheran-springfield.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGjtMhzSgWUhHvokkQJdZhQ
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Notes from the Cantor J.B. George… 
   

We approach Holy Week and Easter this year with 
the hope and expectation that we will have a full and 

robust experience together, with fewer COVID mitigations necessary at 
this point. I look forward to sharing with all of you in this yearly retelling of 
this most important story of our faith. 

We share a critical moment of that “lived drama” on the Sunday of the 
Passion when we silently put down our palms and remember Jesus’ 
suffering and death. The mood changes radically. This year, we will include 
additional elements, both in the procession with palms, as well as during 
the meditation on Christ’s passion, which will guide us together into Holy 
Week.  

We will end Passion Sunday by singing “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” 
which includes the rather graphic text,  

How pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; 

How does thy face now languish, which once was bright as morn! 

Thy grief and bitter passion were all for sinners’ gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 
--ELW #351, text by P. Gehrhardt (public domain) 

 

Though we will hear of Jesus’ death on the cross again on Good Friday, it is 
a very different perspective: where Passion Sunday uses the text from 
Luke (or Matthew or Mark in other years), Good Friday is traditionally the 
place where we read John’s account. Like so many other places, John’s 
gospel is a little different, and here we see the cross as Jesus’ throne of 
triumph over death. So, instead of “O Sacred Head Now Wounded,” we 
depart with “Sing, My Tongue” (the Good Friday service continues with the 
Easter Vigil; though we depart, the liturgy does not “end.”) 

Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle; tell the triumph far and wide; 

Tell aloud the wondrous story of the cross, the Crucified; 

Tell how Christ, the world's redeemer, vanquished death the day he 
died.  —ELW #356 Text by Fortunatus (6th century), translated by J. M. Neale. (public domain) 

 

The Ukraine Benefit Concert is on for Sunday, April 3 from 
1:30-2:30pm at First Presbyterian Church.  As co-hosts of 
the event, we are seeking out 2-3 ushers/greeters  
(arriving and ready by 12:55pm), 1 financial secretary to 
partner with financial secretaries from First Presbyterian, 
and 1-2 parking attendants to direct people into our lot, 
and overflow in Lincoln lot (beyond others tba). 
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All Sunday morning worship begins at 9:15 a.m.,  

including Palm/Passion Sunday and Easter Sunday. 
 

WEDNESDAY April 6 & FRIDAY April 8, 2022 
Food Basket Packing and Delivery 

 
April 10, 2022 PALM SUNDAY: THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 9:15 am 

 
April 14, 2022 MAUNDY THURSDAY  7:30 pm 

 
April 15, 2022 GOOD FRIDAY  7:30 pm 

 
 April 16, 2022 HOLY SATURDAY: EASTER VIGIL  7:30 pm 

 
April 17, 2022 EASTER SUNDAY: THE RESURRECTION  

OF OUR LORD  9:15 am 
 

Grace Lutheran Church will continue to provide pre-recorded and  
pre-printed worship for those who may not gather for in-person worship. 

 

 
EASTER GARDEN OF FLOWERS 

Those wishing to make donations to the annual Easter Garden of Flowers 
are asked to do so by filling out the form below. Donations may be given in 
memory or honor of loved ones (please circle one.) A list of donors and 
those being remembered by the gifts will be included in the Easter bulletins. 
Gifts of all sizes are welcomed however a suggested dollar amount is at 
least $10.00. Thank you! 
 

I/we would like to help defray the cost of decorating for the 
 Easter Spring Garden.  
 

Name:____________________________   Amount Enclosed:________ 
 
In Memory/Honor (please be brief) of: _________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Flowers will decorate the sanctuary April 16-17, 24 
Please turn in no later than Palm Sunday, April 10 
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April 3 
Greeter: Pat Casper 
Ushers: Frank Beckman &          
Paul Derlitzki 
Reader: John Rigg 

 
April 10 Palm Sunday 
Greeter: Jean Scherer 
Ushers: Jack & Judy Wheaton 

          
April 14 Maundy 
Thursday 
Greeter/Usher: 
OPEN 
Reader:   
Rosie O’Fallon 

 
April 15 Good Friday 
Greeter/Usher: OPEN 
Reader: Roberta Volkmann 

April 18 Easter Vigil 
Greeter/Usher:  OPEN 
Reader: Harold Janssen 

 
April 17 Easter  
Greeters: Verne & 
Carolyn Nelson 
Ushers:  Ed & Judy Wollet, 
Galloway Family 
Reader: Sara Oehlert 

 
April 24 
Greeter: Laurie Farrell 
Ushers:  Chuck & Diana 
Weyhenmeyer 
Reader: Pat Casper 

Serving the Assembly in April & Holy Week 

Lent 1 3/6/2022 73  In-person  

Lent 1 3/6/2022 20 67 

Midweek Wednesday 3/9/2022 24 In-person 9  ZOOM 

Lent 2 3/13/2022 63  In-person  

Lent 2 3/13/2022 40 136 

Midweek Wednesday 3/16/2022 25  In-person 7  ZOOM 

Lent 3 3/20/2022 76  In-person  

Lent 3 3/20/2022  31 57  

Midweek Wednesday 3/23/2022 16 In-person 12 ZOOM 

Weekly Attendance 2022                 You Tube        Facebook 
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Easter Food Baskets 
District 186 has their spring break early this year. That 
means the baskets need to be out nearer to Easter, the 
last week of Lent. We will pack and distribute the baskets 
Wednesday April 6 and Friday April 8 while the Food 
Pantry is not in. Talk to Randy Heidorn for distribution or 
setup help.  Also, consider making a donation to cover the 

cost of the baskets. We split the cost with Peace Lutheran as well as St. 
John’s based on the number of baskets we use. Grace gives away about 
90 baskets at roughly $50/basket. Thank you to all who have helped in 
the past and those who will help again this time. Please help spread the 
joy of our Lord’s resurrection. 
 

—————————————————————————————————————-- 
 

HELP MAKE SOME FAMILIES EASTER SPECIAL! 
 

 If you would like to sponsor a basket or half a basket to honor someone 
or remember someone who is no longer on their earthly journey, please 
fill out the form below, tear or cut it out and bring or mail it to Historic 
Grace.  We will print your name and the name(s) of those you honor in 
the May Grace Notes.  Thank you for helping with this special ministry. 
Your gift will also be recorded on your giving statement. 
 

Easter Basket Honorary or Memorial 
 
 

Your Name: ______________________________________________
                  
Phone: ________________________       
 
Person(s) Name(s) to honor or remember:  
 

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount of gift: __________________ 
 

 

Community Ministry is, again, asking for needed items for 
McClernand School. They are in need of younger children’s underwear, 
specifically children ages 4-7. No socks are needed at this time. 
There will be a basket, placed in our Narthex during the month of 
April, for your contributions. Thank you for your continued love and 
support for the children at McClernand! 
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MEMBERS LIMITED MOBILITY/HOMEBOUND 

DIXIE ALVIES 
DOROTHY BAHRE 
GLENDA BOWLES 

 

GEORGIANN  
BREDEHOFT 

GLORIA GAGNON 
MARGE HANNER 

ELEANOR SAKRIS 
ANN SCHLICHT 

CRYSTAL SHADID 

The Property Committee met Tuesday March 12 to review the building 
assessment document produced by Berners-Schober Associates in late 
2021.  The assessment involved architectural, structural, plumbing, 
mechanical, electrical, and stained-glass analysis of the building.  The 
study further divided the building needs into categories of need over the 
next 10 years.  The Property Committee will be responsible for two of the 
five categories, those being immediate needs and needs within 1-2 years.  
The committee’s responsible for acquiring bids for the proposed work and 
submitting those bids to the church council for further action.  The agenda 
at the next Property Committee meeting on April 8 will include developing 
the bid documents. God goes before us to make all things new; inviting us 
to a future that He has both promised and prepared.  God has a plan… 

Liturgical Arts Festival of Springfield (LAFS)  
exhibition open April 20 – May 28 

Fri, May 6 @ Immaculate Conception = 7-8pm concert series 
Sat, May 7 reception 
Mon, May 9 @ Sacred Heart Convent Chapel, Aquinas Hall = 6pm 
tour, 7pm art, architecture, lecture 
Tues, May 10 @ Cathedral of St. Paul = Temple Israel host 6pm 
wedding arts & apparel, 7pm concert of wedding music 
Wed, May 11 @ Springfield Art Association = 4:30-6:30pm 
Children of Abraham (not open to the public) 
Fri, May 13 @ 1st Presbyterian = 6pm spoken word & music – 
celebrating life’s journey; theatrical presentation 
Sat, May 14 @ Staab Funeral Home = 7-9pm life & death; funeral 
artifact exhibits, poetry, music 
Sun, May 15 @ 1st Christian Church = 6pm Jazz funeral brass band 
parade & concert  tarfakhan@hotmail.com and delindac@gmail.com  

mailto:tarfakhan@hotmail.com
mailto:delindac@gmail.com
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   YOUR HEALTH NEWS Parish Nurse… 
   Diana Weyhenmeyer 

 

       

    
 As I reflect on Lent, I really want to grow spiritually.  Lent is a quiet 
and reflective time for me.  I have always wanted to help people all my 
life.  Since I was a small child, I knew I would be a nurse.  I remember 
having my nurse kit and “fixing up” Grandpa in my play.  This year has 
gotten more quiet and more reflective on how I can help others.  Since 
retirement, I have become involved with the American Red Cross and 
replace medications and medical equipment for people who have lost 
them in fires.  This has been a big learning for me.  I always enjoy 
learning about new things.   
 I find myself wanting to be more outdoors and walking this year.  
Nature has always nurtured me.  I enjoy listening to the birds, looking at 
squirrels and deer and watching new life come thru the dirt.  Our daffodils 
and tulips have pushed thru the dirt.  I hope our snow this week-end 
doesn't hurt them.   
 We do so much at church to help others, I really enjoy the 
community outreach.  From the homeless, to Washington Place, to holiday 
food baskets for the schools, glove and hat tree at Christmas time, 
Sunday undies for McClernand school children this year to the Crop Walk 
involving our youth and adults.  I enjoy using my skills to answer 
questions and help people when they need it. 
 I am so thankful to be a part of Grace and was very humbled to 
receive the bold woman award. Our church has many bold women that do 
God's work.  I love the expression we are God's hands and feet.  Our 
hearts are filled with JOY and LOVE. 
 

    In Christ's Love,  Diana    
 

  
Stephen Ministry  
 

Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing….  

See the people telling these stories, and many 
others, at stephenministries.org. 

Pick up a confidential request to meet with a 
Stephen Minister in the box on the wall in the 
Fellowship Hall, near the main stairway door. Place it 
in a plain envelope back in the that box. Stephen 
Ministry is available in our congregation! We are 
here to help. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 

 

 

3 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education Hour  

1:30 pm UKRAINE  

BENEFIT CONCERT at 
First Presbyterian 
 

4 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

 

6:30 pm Safe Opening 

5 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

2:00 pm Stewardship 
 

7:00 pm Twisted Stitchers  

6 

Easter Food  

Baskets 

12:30 pm Faith/
Grace Circle 

5:45 pm Supper 

6:30 pm Worship 

7 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag    
Bible Study  
 

 

8 

Easter Food  

Baskets 
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10  PALM SUNDAY 

9:15 am Worship/
Education  
 

1:00 pm Confirmation 

11 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

10:30 am Property  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12 noon Admin & Finance 

6:00 pm Evangelism 

13  

 

14  MAUNDY THURSDAY 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

7:30 pm Worship 

 

 

 

15 GOOD FRIDAY 
 

12:00 noon Downtown 
Cross Walk  
 

7:30 pm Worship 

 

 

16 

              7:30 pm         

              Worship 

17 EASTER  

9:15 am  

Easter 

Celebration 

Worship 

18 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

 

Office Closed 

19 
9:30 am Staff Meeting 
with Mutual Ministry 
 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

6:00 pm Ruth Circle 

20  21 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag    
Bible Study  

 

22 

 

Grace Notes 

 

 

23 

 

24 

9:15 am Worship 

BLOOD PRESSURE  

10:30 am Education Hour 

1:00 pm Confirmation  

25 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

26 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

1:30 pm Pastor & JB at 
Concordia Village 
 

6:30 pm Council  

27 

 

28 

10:00 am conformation 
camp staff meeting 

111:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag       
Bible Study  

29 

 

30 

April 2022 

Chair Lift installed 
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14  MAUNDY THURSDAY 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

7:30 pm Worship 

 

 

 

15 GOOD FRIDAY 
 

12:00 noon Downtown 
Cross Walk  
 

7:30 pm Worship 

 

 

16 

              7:30 pm         

              Worship 

17 EASTER  

9:15 am  

Easter 

Celebration 

Worship 

18 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

 

Office Closed 

19 
9:30 am Staff Meeting 
with Mutual Ministry 
 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

6:00 pm Ruth Circle 

20  21 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag    
Bible Study  

 

22 

 

Grace Notes 

 

 

23 

 

24 

9:15 am Worship 

BLOOD PRESSURE  

10:30 am Education Hour 

1:00 pm Confirmation  

25 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

26 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

1:30 pm Pastor & JB at 
Concordia Village 
 

6:30 pm Council  

27 

 

28 

10:00 am conformation 
camp staff meeting 

111:00-1:00 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag       
Bible Study  

29 

 

30 

April 2022 

Chair Lift installed 

Pastor gone 

Pastor gone 
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Elevator/Lift Project Update 
 The lift/elevator working group is excited to announce that we 
hope that persons who struggle with stairs will be able to rise from the 
basement to the second floor, utilizing a chair lift, by Easter Sunday!  If 
we do not make that date, it will be soon after.  We plan to have 
wheelchairs on each floor so persons can transfer from the lift chair to a 
wheelchair.  The chair lift will be large and able to accommodate 400 
pounds.  Some frequently asked questions have been:   

Why didn’t we just replace the platform lift?  
 Unfortunately, a lift of the same size that would be able to 
negotiate the turns at our landings is no longer manufactured.  We 
talked to the company representative about rounding off a part of the lift 
they do make, but this would then cut into the safety feature that 
prevents wheel chairs from rolling off the lift when it is moving. 

Why can’t we install an elevator? 
 The easiest way to install an elevator is on the outside of the 
building with doors opening on each floor.  Unfortunately, the Lincoln 
Home National Park owns all the land around our building and would not 
allow an easement for this as it would interfere with bus parking during 
the tourist season. 
We looked into installing an elevator within the space of our building.  
This would have required that we cut into the gym area as there must be 
10 feet clearance above the elevator for all the mechanisms.  In 
addition, the informal estimates for doing this were up to $250,000 and 
could then go up if they encountered anything unexpected within the 
walls.  An older church in a neighboring town ended up spending 
$1,000.000 for an elevator.  To get a formal estimate from an architect 
would cost up to $15,000 before we even started.  We decided that this 
was not affordable at this time.  
 It is our hope that the chair lift will increase accessibility for all 
persons who struggle with stairs. 

Thank You's 
 Thank you to those who serve as participants at Holy Week 

services, weekend worship and for our online worship services.  

 BIG THANK YOU to Food Pantry volunteers who keep this essential 
service going for those in need in our community through all kinds 
of weather. Well done good and faithful servants.  

 Thank you to those who give their time and talents to Grace and 
it’s ministries. 
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Join us each week - All are welcome! 
Sunday School, Jr/Sr High and Grace Forum regularly meets each 

week on Sunday morning for Education hour beginning at 
10:30am. Grace Forum in the Fellowship Hall and Sunday School and 

Jr/Sr High group on second floor.   
Hearts and Hands for Jesus” is our main theme this year and we 

have awesome teachers and creative ways to learn.   
 
Grace Forum is studying the book “Growing Young”.  If you need a 
copy please call Kim or Pastor Krieger in the office. You can join us 
weekly in person or by ZOOM: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88044188524 
 

Meeting ID: 880 4418 8524 
Dial by your location  +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
 

For anyone that has not been able to join us on a regular basis, know 
that we would love to share Sunday School any Sunday that you can, 
even if it is once in a while, once a month, whatever works for you! 

 
Palm Sunday will be very special this year as we will have an 

intergenerational day blending both worship and education hour into one 
as we are “Moving Together with Passion”. It will all begin at 9:15 am 

that day and we will not have our normal Education hour to follow.  
All ages are welcome to join us as we travel with Christ through word, 

music, movement and relationship with each other.   
 

We will not have Sunday School April 17 for Easter. 

  
CONFIRMATION CLASSES via ZOOM 

Confirmation class continue each week by ZOOM on April 10 
and 24. Sundays at 1:00 pm. 

 
BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY  

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY in person and via ZOOM is held 
each Thursday at 12:10 pm. Come join us and bring a lunch.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88044188524
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PRAYERS OF GRACE MINISTRY 

Pray in the spirit at all times and on every occasion.   
Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers 

everywhere.”   Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 
 

If you are in need of prayer or if you would like to join the 
Prayer Chain please call the church office (217-522-3965) 
or email Kim Gietl k.gietl15@yahoo.com or Sara Oehlert 
soehlert@aol.com 
 

 
 

Evangelism 
“God doesn’t want us to be shy with his gifts, but bold and loving and 

sensible.”  2 Timothy 1:7  (MSG) 
Your evangelism committee continues to explore ways that we can 
make faith connections that join us together and create opportunities 
for further connection. We talked about the “golden fifteen minutes” for 
connecting with people we don’t know and suggested a variety of 
statements and questions that allowed us to meet others at church 
with ease. 
This month we would like to suggest the use of social media as a way 
to make connections.  How many times have you posted pictures of 
your adorable child or grandchild’s accomplishment, endless pictures of 
your pet or that amazing cruise you just took and all the food you ate?  
People always seem to connect and respond to your posts, don’t they? 
Let’s take a lesson from this and begin to post heartfelt stories, 
experiences or events that go on at Grace.  Remember when Pastor 
Krieger lobbed a basketball into the congregation, or when we rejoiced 
together in the experience of an interactive Christmas program?  I’m 
sure you all remember the tears we shed collectively as we sang a 
hymn in unity with the Ukrainian people a few Sundays ago. These are 
all personal stories of Grace.  If they touched your heart perhaps they 
will touch the hearts of others and encourage them to visit Grace.  So, 
when the spirit moves you, feel free to post some of your own 
experiences/stories about the goings on at Grace and let’s continue to 

reach out and make faith connections with others.  
 
 
 

 

If you are graduating high school or getting a college 
degree in the spring—let us know. We want to recognize 

you in the Grace Notes! 
 

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
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Stories of Grace ----Stewardship 
 

 Jean Scherer has always been a Lutheran.  Growing up in Peoria, IL, 
she was a member of Salem Lutheran.  Later she moved to Crystal Lake 
where she met her future husband Randy Heidorn, at Bethany Lutheran 
Church.  In 1993 they arrived in the Springfield area where Jean began her 
work as an occupational therapist at St. John’s Home Health and Randy 
worked as an ecologist and eventually became Director of the Illinois Nature 
Preserve Commission. When looking for a church, a pastor recommended 
that they consider “Pastor Tom Christell’s church”.  They visited and then 
joined.  Jean said that Grace has been very supportive during every stage of 
their lives.   
 

 Two Grace organizations have had a great impact on Jean’s life.  One 
is WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and the 
other, the Food Pantry. 
 

 Women of the ELCA has been important to Jean in building her faith 
and developing friendships.  She first became involved by joining their exer-
cise program in the evening in order to meet other women in the church. 
She was interested in Bible Studies and joined Ruth Circle. She enjoys Gath-
er magazine with its varied and well written articles.  She also derives en-
joyment from service projects such as assembling health kits for Lutheran 
World Relief. Another important aspect of WELCA is its support for women in 
leadership roles, social equality, and racial justice.  Aims and actions give 
life to the words of Jesus. 
 

 Just as WELCA has had an impact on her, Jean has had an impact on 
WELCA.  She has served as President of the Central/ Southern Illinois Synod 
Women of the ELCA for five years which has been a challenging but reward-
ing effort.  Part of the job is to plan and manage the biennial convention.  
This is done with the help of her board.  She feels it Is time for fresh eyes 
and ideas in the organization’s leadership and would welcome volunteers of 
recommendations for the position.  After five gratifying years, she looks for-
ward to passing the gavel to new talent and energy in the President’s role. 
  

 The other ministry very dear to Jean’s heart is the Food Pantry which 
was started in 1974 to meet a vital need in our community. It is completely 
staffed by volunteers from Grace and other churches. After retiring two 
years ago, she began to volunteer in the pantry and has found it to be very 
gratifying.  She enjoys helping clients and even having “God moments” with 
them.  She also enjoys the fellowship with the many caring volunteers. 
  

 We are grateful for the ways Jean has shared her time and talents at 
Grace. Hopefully, each of us will find a way to become involved in one or 
more or the many ministries at Grace and share your story with us. 
          Laurie Farrell 
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 FOOD PANTRY REPORT  
As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Grace Lutheran Church 

Food Pantry is to feed the hungry.  
 

 As was the case in January, the Food Pantry served significantly 
more clients in February than we did in February of 2021.  Households 
served for the month totaled 402 in February of 2022 vs. 295 a year 
ago, and individuals served this year totaled 1,034 vs. 829 a year 
ago.  That said, clients served are still slightly less than pre-pandemic 
2019 and 2020. 
 For the first two months this year, we have served 906 
households, a 55 percent increase over the same period last year.  This 
would seem to reflect the continuing "return to normal" across society -- 
a normal which, unfortunately, includes too many families dealing with 
food insecurity on a daily, intermittent or one-time basis. 
 Our major non-client activity in February was the purchase and 
installation of a replacement for one of our refrigerators.  We plan to 
purchase and install a second double-door cooler in March. We also 
installed new shelving units donated by Annie and Bob Ellis to better 
organize and expand our storage capability.  
 Financially, through the first two months of the year our expenses 
of $19,625 have exceeded donations of $11,518 by $8,107, leaving us 
with an account balance of $80,285 at Feb. 28.  While the gap between 
expenses and income is substantial, it is not necessarily out of line with 
past experience early in the year, and we still have a strong balance to 
support our operations.  But, yes, donations are welcome to help keep it 
that way. 
  Doug McFarlan, Director 
 
 
 

 
 

For the month of April 2022, Grace Lutheran Food 
Pantry will receive a $1 donation from each purchase 

of the $2.50 reusable red "My Heart" Bag at the     
Hy-Vee store located at Hy-Vee 2115 South Macarthur Blvd., Springfield. 
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 

Council Meeting, March 22, 2022 
 

 Explanation of the Parking Lot Ministry was had by Charlotte Blumle 
 Approval of Membership of Reddington Orion Luckey by means of 

Holy Baptism February 27, 2022—Approved 
 Motion for Affirmation of Baptism of Nolan Best  - Approved 
 Phoenix Center information for screenings to be included at Food 

Pantry 
 Concert for Ukraine hosted by both First Presbyterian and Grace 

Lutheran April 3 from 1:30 –2:30pm. 
 “Explore” Faith outdoor worship mission being worked on by Pastor 

Amy Luckey and Elise Rothfusz. For benefit of those who would like an 
outdoor setting or for those with tactile and attention issues.  

 Grace Place Task for chair is John Rigg—still reviewing all documents 
 Community ministry wants to provide another overflow shelter meal 

either for summer or fall 
 Washington Street mission reaching out to churches in the community 

for partnerships 
 Possible reinstating of Volunteer luncheon in September 
 Food Pantry has received one refrigerator and will be working on large 

cooler to be installed before chair lift.  
 Lenten Meals continue 
 Krone funeral was hosted by Parish life off site much thanks to Debbie 

Rigg and all who helped.  
 “Stewardship for All Seasons" by CSIS and GBS group with a two year 

commitment by churches. Stewardship committee would like to have 
approval to go ahead— after much discussion the Motion was tabled 
until April council meeting. 

 Goals from all committees still being sought.  
 Hoping for full communion by Easter.  
 Ads for Illinois Times, Barbershop Chorus program and Downtown 

Springfield Inc. dues were approved.  
 
 

February 2022    February 2021 

       $34,925 Income                  $43,999 Income  
      $30,289 Expense            $31,949 Expense 
         Surplus $4,636          Surplus $12,050 
 

  YTD 2022     YTD 2021 
       $58,300 Income                $61,564 Income 
      $62,235 Expense        $59,104 Expense 
       Deficit ($3,935)            Surplus $2,460 
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ALL WOMEN of Grace are welcome at the Women’s Circle meetings  

     and other WELCA events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rachel’s Day is May 1st. 
 

Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your journey, 
offering a faith reflection every day. Encounter God’s 
extravagant, boundless and often surprising grace by signing 
up for a daily email message. You can also download the app 
for your IOS and Android devices. 

 
 

WOMEN OF GRACE, you are invited to join Ruth  
or Faith/Grace Circle 

Faith/Grace Circle meets 12:30 pm the first Wednesday of the month.  
Our next meeting will be April 6. Call Charlotte Blumle (217-546-5573) 
with questions or if you need transportation.  
Ruth Circle meets the third Tuesday of each month, so our next meeting is 
April 19 at 6:00.  If you have questions, please call, text or email Judy 
Wollet (217-620-8467; jwollet44@gmail.com) or Mary Plymire (217-303-
6907; ggramma1939@gmail.com).   
Besides keeping up on the business of WELCA, we share in lots of good 
friendship, fellowship, prayers, lessons, outreach and fun.  We welcome all 
women of Grace and hope you will consider joining us if you don't 
already.  We hope to see you! 

 
TWISTED STITCHERS… is a group of ladies that get togeth-
er the first Tuesday evening of the month in someone’s home 
and have an evening of fellowship and stitching crafts 
(knitting, crochet, cross-stich, quilting or anything else).    

 

 $250...may be available for a project you are  
working on this year, e.g. Animal Protective League, 
Little Lambs school supplies, Grace Food Pantry, etc. 

If Thrivent approves your application for funds, you will receive a credit 
card for $250 to purchase advertising, supplies, etc. For further infor-
mation contact Charlotte Blumle, 217-546-5573. 

http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/daily-grace/id425207945?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.elca.dailygrace
mailto:jwollet44@gmail.com
mailto:ggramma1939@gmail.com
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/daily-grace/an-epiphany-prayer
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April Birthdays 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and GOD’S BLESSINGS TO YOU!  

April 2 Alaina Ervin 

  Jackie Matteson 

  Ian McCormick 

  Sarah Trinh 

April 3 Katy Gietl 

  Kate Schlouch 

April 4  Lindsey Clemons 

April 5 Kristin Fyans 

April 6 Amy Monahan 

April 7 Nathan Shomidie 

  Ben Trinh 

April 10  Marilyn Blade 

April 12 Lani McClaughlin  

   Lynn Wilson 

April 14 Erin VonHolten 

April 15 Donna Thannen  

April 18 John Langfelder 

April 21 Josh Downey 

   Connie George 

   Bill Hansen 

April 22 Josh Hooper 

   Verne Nelson 

April 23 Jon Jackson 

   Julian Janssen 

April 24  Colby Letz 

April 26 Tom Myers 

   Liz Rossi 

   Karen Williams 

April 27 Marley Loyd 

April 28 Kevin Harrison 

April 29 Katie Burdette 

April 30  Cathy McGuire 

COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE COMMITTEES THEY REPRESENT 

Vice President, Randy Heidorn 

Treasurer, Brenda Poston 

Secretary, Annie Ellis 

Administration & Finance:  Ed Wollet 

Christian Education:  Amy Monahan, Jessica Thannen, Mary Plymire 

Community Ministry:  Randy Heidorn, Annie Ellis, Diana Weyhenmeyer 

Evangelism:  Josie Anderson, Aaron Babel 

Fellowship:  Wanda Williams, Mary Schofield 

Parish Life:  Mary Schofield, Rosie O’Fallon 

Property:  Mark Anderson 

Stewardship:  Mary Plymire 

Strategic Planning:  Ed Wollet 

Worship & Music:  Wanda Williams, Randy Heidorn, Rosie O’Fallon 

Youth:  Julian Janssen 

REMINDER: Committee chairs and/or secretaries please stop at the work 
room every week so that you can sign off on transactions vouchers.  

 Thank you for giving your time.    
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DATED MATERIAL – USELESS IF DELAYED 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Grace Food Pantry operating schedule is: 

Mon, Tues, Thu 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

OFFICE PHONE:217-522-3965      FOOD PANTRY: 217-522-9707 
 

www.gracelutheran-springfield.org 
 

OUR STAFF 

PASTOR   
Rev. Tom Krieger  
  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   
 
PARISH NURSE    
Diana Weyhenmeyer 

 CANTOR  
 J.B. George   
 
 CHURCH CUSTODIAN   
     Aaron VonHolten 
 

gracelutheran-springfield.org 


