
Every day the family of Grace Lutheran Church shows 
what we treasure and value by where we place our 
hands, heart and money. Together at Grace we support 
our faith community, encourage spiritual growth in 
everyone, and serve all creation with Christ-like love. 
Our congregation’s mission is to continue to spread God’s 
word, build relationships and serve our unique downtown 
community and its needs. God’s unmerited love and grace 
have provided us with so much and this same grace 
teaches us to give to others - all other motivators for giving 
and service pale in comparison to the liberating truth of 
God’s unlimited grace. Our ministry is forming individual 
believers into people who model the generosity of Jesus, 
and creates a culture that gives witness to God’s lavish, 
abundant love to our world.

Giving with Grace! is an expression of the way this faith 
community gives; with unconditional, undeserved love.

Giving with Grace! is an expression of this faith community’s 
passion for following Jesus.

There are so many ways we show our heart at Grace: 
Worship, Music, Learning, Meals, Discussion, and 
Intergenerational Events. And then there are all our 
outreach ministries both here and abroad: Ugandan Little 
Lambs Learning Center, Food Pantry, Crop Walk, Meals 
on Wheels, Prison Storybook Ministry, The James Project, 
Food Baskets, McClernand School, The Salvation Army 
Overflow Shelter and Washington Street Mission – just to 
name a few. We find a way and create opportunities to make 
a difference in people’s lives. 

“Being able to come to Grace Lutheran Food Pantry three 
times a week has decreased a lot of challenges my family 
could have faced. The workers are intensely considerate. 
They show up week after week with a mission in mind and 
carry out the assignment with a smile. I honestly feel many 
personal emotions of relief, calmness, perseverance and 
faith that fills me up when I visit this atmosphere.”

– Victoria Sparks, Food Pantry Client

Grace is a faith family, a home of which we can be proud. 
Belonging at Grace means giving of oneself and being 
open to the transformative love of God. Stewardship is 
an outward commitment to this and to the ways in which 
we allow our lives, and the lives of others to be enriched 
and changed. As we grow in faith and involvement, we 
are called upon to make a strong statement about the 
enthusiasm in which we support Grace. The coming year 
will have many challenges, so prayerfully we join together 
to affirm our commitment to God’s work in the world.

We invite you to pray for Grace Lutheran Church.

Sunday, December 18, 2022 is Appeal Sunday. During 
worship, we are invited to bring forward our enclosed 
Statement of Intent, offering our gifts to God. You may 
also mail your Statement of Intent to the church office 
or fill out an online Statement of Intent. 

Then on Sunday, January 29, 2023 we will announce 
the current results of our Giving with Grace! 
commitments, including the number of Statements 
of Intent received and the faithful response of the 
congregation. We will celebrate the results together at 
our Annual Meeting and following with a potluck! We 
invite you to celebrate with us.  

We are excited about the opportunities to meet the 
needs of the church and community in 2023. Together 
our faith family will make Giving with Grace! a 
remarkable journey.
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For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. - MATTHEW 6:21
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FOOD PANTRY
Loving our neighbors is central to our Christ centered mission 
at Grace Lutheran Church. In addition to the dedicated giving 
to our food pantry, we are striving to share another $15,800 
to the food pantry from our general operations.

From January through September of 2022 there was a 50% 
increase in households served over the same timeframe in 
2021. Why the increase in demand? Society has returned to 
more routine dealing with the pandemic. The one-time benefit 
programs that helped families’ weather earlier stages of the 
pandemic have now been eliminated. In our efforts to better 
serve the homeless we have created customized mini bags. 
With Central Illinois Food Bank’s encouragement, we now 
serve clients when they need help, rather than only once 
every thirty days. Lastly, of course: inflation.

Your generosity, as well as the generosity of other partners, 
has already provided $96,432 in income for the food pantry 
through September 30, 2022. Due to the aforementioned 
reasons, 2022 expenses thus far are $115,200. In addition to 
the non-perishables we offer, we hope to continue to provide 
milk, eggs and bread. Your giving will make the difference.

Support of the Food Pantry will require an additional $304 
per week.

MINISTRY TO THE HOMELESS
We have begun life-changing work with our partners at 
Washington Street Mission, and to support this faith-based 
ministry with the homeless, and our ministers there, we are 
setting our goal at $2,500.

In the summer of 2022, the Washington Street Mission received 
funding from the City, the County and Community churches 
to expand services to the homeless. Grace was one of those 
churches that gave generously – even more than we have 
budgeted in 2023. That giving came through appeals in the 
church bulletins and the Newsletter. 

The increased funding has allowed the Mission to expand its 
hours from 7:30am to 10:30am, all the way to 3:30pm. Those 
extended hours not only give respite from the weather but 
also a newly formed Partnership Pathways Program with a 
goal of moving participants out of homelessness. The Program 
includes Life Skills based on Proverbs, Every Day Skills, Job 
Skills, Mentoring and Coaching, and Apprenticing Classes. We 
already have six volunteers from Grace who are participating in 
some fashion in the Partnership Pathways Program!

To meet this goal we will need an additional $48 per week.

MINISTRY EXCELLENCE
Sustaining ministry excellence is also a primary goal of Giving 
with Grace! We are calculating an increase on the whole from 
this year to next, due to inflation and the cost of living, which 
comes to $22,626. 

Meeting this goal will require an additional $435 per week.

Our goal is to increase giving by $40,926 or more in new offerings throughout 2023. 
Here is how these new offerings will be invested.
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NUMBER OF CURRENT GIVERS 106

NUMBER OF HOPED FOR GIVERS 106

GIVING with Grace GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Range of Gifts Given and Hoped For This chart points out where we are 

now and how we can reach our goal. 
Study the chart. See where you are 
now on the current giving chart. Ask 
yourself these questions: 

  How does my giving level compare 
with other ways I use my money? 

  How adequately does my offering 
reflect my gratitude to God for all the 
blessings I receive? 

  Where would I be on the chart if I 
doubled my offering, or gave for the 
first time? 

  How much more could I give if I really 
wanted to? 


